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Transport is one of the main focus for EU policy and funding. Since the 90s the EU has been 
defining and supporting the development of the Trans-European Transpot Networks (TEN-T),  a 
policy that aims at supporting European-wide road, rail, air and water transport corridors 
which are essential for the development of the European economy. The maritime side of these 
corridors are the Motorways of the Sea (MoS). The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is the main 
instrument to fund the construction of this infrastructure.
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The                                                                                        is the 
main EU policy to improve cross-border mobility in Europe. It 
defines a series of road, rail sea, air, digital and energy 
transport networks TEN-T consists of two layers, a 
Comprehensive Network covering all regions and the Core 
Network structured around nine multimodal                             
Corridors (in the map on the left) and which should be 
completed in 2030.  

                                                                 is the financial 
instrument to support the construction of this infrastructure. 
The total budget for CEF Transport is €24.05 billion for the 
the period 2014-2020 which is spent in the form of grants. 

as simplified administrative formalities enabling Short Sea 
Shipping or sea-river services between at least two maritime 
ports. 

MoS implementation is based on its work programme, which 
identifies several bottlenecks and outlines 3 priorities: 
• Environment (maritime green solutions) 
• Integration of maritime transport in the logistics chain 
• Safety, Human Element and Traffic Management. 

CEF funds the development of the Motorways of the Sea via 
grants for projects sellected in a call for proposals in which 
public and private actors can participate. 

EU Transport Networks 
and Funding Instruments

Overview

This budget is more essential than ever due to the historic low level of national public investment in infrastructure. 
The issues ports and the maritime sector are currently facing (lack of investment, adaptation to increasing vessel 
size, the transition to alternative fuels..) makes these funds even more important. ETA has joined an alliance of EU 
associations representing the whole transport and logistics sector that demand a stronger and better Connecting 
Europe Facility for the next financing period 2021-2028. 

                                                      , is a horizontal priority of the Connecting Europe Facility. Its aim is to promote green 
and efficient sea-based transport links integrated in the entire transport chain. MoS consist of short-sea routes, 
ports, associated maritime infrastructure and equipment as well   
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If you wish to obtain more information on this issue contact 
the ETA Secretariat

http://www.eurotugowners.com/
https://twitter.com/EuroTugs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-tugowners-association
https://vimeo.com/eurotugs
http://www.eurotugowners.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/20170425-Agenda-annual-meeting-v.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/motorways_sea_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/motorways_sea_en
http://www.eurotugowners.com/contact/

